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CORONAVIRUS — VACCINATIONS — CHILDREN 

721. Mr R.S. LOVE to the Premier: 

I have a supplementary question. Can the Premier provide any advice to parents who want some certainty ahead 
of the coming school year in 2022 on how that rollout might proceed? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 

As I said, we cannot provide that advice because I do not know whether we will receive advice from the Australian 
Technical Advisory Group on Immunisation on whether that group of people should be vaccinated. We and all the 
states are awaiting that advice, basically, from the commonwealth government on whether that group of kids should 
be vaccinated. Once we get that advice, we can make further decisions in relation to this matter. 

All I would say is that in relation to the 12 to 15-year-old cohort, I encourage parents to get their children vaccinated. 
Obviously, we have set ourselves a very high target. We are working very hard to get as many people as possible 
across Western Australia vaccinated. That group obviously has the lowest vaccination rate of any age group because 
it only became eligible more recently. Therefore, those people are at a lower rate than, say, older people, in particular 
the over-60s who have very high levels of vaccination, but, then again, it became available to them far earlier than 
people in other groups. As time progresses, each and every day our vaccination rate goes up—more and more people 
get vaccinated—but, naturally, as time progresses, the number of people on a daily basis getting vaccinated will 
decline because the number of people to be vaccinated in the available group declines. Naturally, as the rate lifts, 
the number of people available to get vaccinated actually goes down. It goes down and, therefore, the daily rate goes 
down as a consequence as well. 
We expect that in the first half of December—hopefully, early December—we will be able to set an exact date on 
the border issue with New South Wales, Victoria and internationally. That date will be locked in and then we will 
be able to proceed on that basis. I think when you consider that, as I said earlier, we have had one COVID-related 
death in Western Australia of a Western Australian who acquired it here over the last two years, and if that is the 
way it stays, and we are able to get to that point of 90 per cent vaccination before we reopen, that will be an 
outstanding outcome. 
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